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SUBJECT: MEDIA COVERAGE OF SECOND VICE CHAIRMAN 

REF: ADDIS ABABA 3902 

1. FOR THIRD CONSECUTIVE DAY, ETHIOPIAN PRESS, RADIO AND TELE- 
VISION HAVE BEEN GIVING PROMINENT COVERAGE OF ACTIVITIES OF MAJOR 
ATNAFU ABATE, SECOND VICE CHAIRMAN OF PROVISIONAL MILITARY 
COUNCIL (PMAC). 

2. TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY (APRIL 1-3) EDITIONS OF 
ENGLISH AND AMHARIC DAILIES CARRIED FRONT PAGE STORIES OF MAJ. 

ATNAFU'S VISITS TO VARIOUS HOSPITALS IN CAPITAL CITY. 

3. VISITS WERE ALSO FEATURED AS LEAD ITEMS ON RADIO AND TELE- 
VISION NEWSCASTS DURING SAME PERIOD. 

COMMENT 

INORDINATE AMOUNT OF PUBLICITY CONCERNING RATHER INNOCUOUS HOSPITAL 
VISITS BY MAJ. ATNAFU APPEARS TO HAVE SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL OVER- 
TONES. UP TO THIS POINT, PUBLICIZING INDIVIDUAL PMAC 

MEMBERS, INCLUDING CHAIRMAN GENERAL TEFERI BENTI, HAS BEEN SUBDUED 
AND CAREFULLY ORCHESTRATED. ON ONLY RARE OCCASIONS HAVE MEMBERS OF 
"BIG THREE" - MAJ. MENGISTU (FIRST VICE CHAIRMAN), MAJ. ATNAFU 
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USUAL PROCEDURE HAS BEEN TO SHOW ALL THREE MEMBERS OF PMAC 
TOGETHER AND COVERAGE HAS ALWAYS BEEN LOW KEY. MAJ. MENGISTU. 
WHO UP UNTIL A WEEK AGO WAS "STRONGMAN'' OF PMAC, HAS BEEN 
CONSPICUOUS BY HIS ABSENSE FROM PUBLIC SPOTLIGHT IN RECENT DAYS. 
UNCONFIRMED RUMORS, WHICH ARE BEING WIDELY CIRCULATED, CLAIM 
VARIOUSLY HE HAS BEEN ARRESTED, IS BEING HELD IN ASMARA, IS IN 
ERITREA DIRECTING FIELD OPERATIONS AGAINST THE INSURGENTS, AND 
WORKING NORMALLY IN ADDIS. WHATEVER MENGISTU'S CURRENT STATUS, 
HOWEVER, SUDDEN SPLASH OF PUBLICITY BEING FOCUSED ON MAJOR 
ATNAFU MARKS SHARP DEPARTURE FROM PREVIOUS PMAC POLICY CON 
CERNING "GLORIFICATION" OF INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS. 

DECONTROL APRIL 3, 1976. 

CARROL 
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